
Brought to you by: 

Thank you to Willabar Ranch Ltd. for hosting 



9:00 - Coffee & Registration 

9:30 - Why Is Soil Health Important?  

10:45 - Coffee Break 

11:00 - Photosynthesis, Sunlight Capture  

& The Carbon Cycle 

12:15 - Lunch 

Travel to Field Site 

1:30 - Infiltration test & Monitoring Grid 

2:20 - Soil Profile: Soil trench 

2:40 - Visual Soil Assessments 

3:20 - Closing Remarks & Discussion 

4:00 - Homeward Bound 
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QUICK FACTS ABOUT 

THE SITE 

• Perennial grass pasture for 
the past 50+ years. 

• Has never had commercial 
fertilizer. 

• Has only experienced rest 
rotation for the past 5 years. 

• Prior to that it was 
continuously grazed in the 
summer followed by winter 
feeding. 
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QUICK FACTS ABOUT THE SITE 

• Perennial grass pasture for 50+ years until the pivot was installed in 2007. 

• The first 2 years of irrigation it grew barley followed by 6 years of mixed legume grass hay. 

• Each winter saw heavy concentration of cows winter feeding. 

• The hay was sprayed out in the fall of 2015 and a cocktail mxi of forage turnip, forage radish, hairy vetch, 
crimson clover, Italian ryegrass, forage peas and oats were grown in 2016 and used for winter swath grazing. 

• This  mix provided 9 days of grazing for 220 cow/calf pairs in July on the 36 acres followed by 35 days of winter 
swath grazing for 200 dry pregnant cows. Hay was fed an additional 14 days after the end of swath grazing. 

• Under the hay program it received approximately 200 lbs of 11-51-0 or variations that included  
K, S, and B. 
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Who We Are 

The Foothills Forage & 

Grazing Association is a  

non-profit producer 

driven group that 

addresses issues, ideas, 

and innovations for 

forage and livestock 

producers in southern 

Alberta. 

FFGA strives to bring current information to producers by hosting 

demonstration projects, events and workshops, hands-on days, as well as 

networking with like-minded producers and the sharing of information 

through our monthly newsletter, website, and social media. 

We look at a wide variety of topics including: soil 

health, pasture management, cattle handling, animal 

health, business management, biological weed control, 

livestock watering systems, environmental impact, 

forage varieties, winter grazing and much more! The 

board of directors is currently made up of 11 volunteer 

forage producers from across the FFGA region. FFGA 

brings producers together by finding profitable and 

regenerative ways to produce forages and livestock. 

Foothills Forage & Grazing  

Association @foothillsforage 

We’re online! Check it out at: 

www.foothillsforage.com 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silver Sponsors Gold Sponsors 

  
County Supporters 

Interested in becoming a sponsor of the Foothills Forage & Grazing Association? Contact manager@foothillsforage.com 

https://www.ufa.com/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.unionforage.com/
https://www.afsc.ca/
http://www.albertabeef.ca/
http://group.tru-test.com/en
http://www.rawest.com/
http://www.cargill.ca/en/products-services/animal-nutrition/index.jsp

